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Cedar County Surpervisors, very receptive to expansion








Special events in our family’s life





•	Cory is Engaged to be married, no date set, yet.





•	Cassie is Engaged to be married and will be married at Hillcrest Baptist Church; Muscatine, IA January 28, 2005 @ 6:30.  Come and help us celebrate.  Reception to follow at the Church.





•	Curtis received 1st team all district in football and his team went to the playoffs, the first year in the history of Wilton Football.





    …October 20, 2004, an article came out in the Tipton Conservative Titled “Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch Prepared for More Growth “…It’s been 10 years since Jim Fry first secured rezoning of some agricultural ground south of Tipton to establish his counseling and rehabilitation program for troubled youth.  Now, it’s time he says, to consider adding some housing units to the facility. He explained to county supervisors Oct. 14 that his own children are grown and away from home.  His program functions in a family setting, so that problem boys can interact within the dynamics of a normal home environment…   


     …Supervisors, very receptive to his plans, suggested that the expanded


C3 multiple dwellings zoning district include the whole 8 acres slated for the building plan, that will include around 30 people living at the site.  Though for now the first immediate project will be only Fry’s home.  This action will save time in seeking future rezoning requests as new homes for staff and boys are introduced into the plan…


     Supervisor Dennis Weih said that past public opposition to the Miracles Can Happen Boys’ Ranch was “totally unfounded.”  Juveniles have come from the Quad Cities, Muscatine, Moscow and Wilton, not out of state.  He said he has visited the site and is impressed with it.  He is “in full support of not throwing away kids.”  The place has a positive track record now.  


     The plan suggested for Fry is to petition for a change in zoning and present his plans to the Planning and Zoning Board after securing the services of a surveyor and engineer and the DNR.”  


 





   Ranch Highlights:








Staff has been hired and will begin in January.  


Cedar county Supervisors, very receptive to the expansion of Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch.


Past Boy from Ranch finds a second chance in jail.











Merry Christmas!






































































































































































































































Final Thoughts…  Happy New Year!





Don’t forget it’s


Jesus’ Birthday





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�PRAYER REQUESTS





Transitional Time		


Expansion project


Young man in Jail


Ken, Barb & Family


Dustin has returned back at the ranch after being home for 3 months as things didn’t work out with the family, so he will be with us at least until he graduates from high school.  Please pray for Dustin.





*


*


*


*











A special Thank you !











 When Jim & I started this ranch in 1992 we had stated to each other that even if we only touch one life, the sacrifice will be worth it all.  We believe we have touched more than one life but here is an example of a life, that years later, we have heard we have definitely touched.  We received a letter from the fourth boy that we housed here at the ranch the other day written from a county jail.  Here is a part of that letter… “Hello!  How are you doing?  Good I hope.  I am doing ok.  WOW when I stop and think of all the stuff you told us about Jesus is so very true.  I am not saying I think you tell story’s it’s just it all came right back to me and happened.  Jesus has answered a lot of my prayers and also helped me strong through this thing that I am going through.  It practically over now that Jesus will be there as long as I don’t turn my back on him.  I will use this time as a stepping stone in the right direction for my life.  I just can’t wait to finally get into a real church.   The Lord is giving me a second chance in life and I am going to try harder to do better for myself.  I would like to go back to school and learn about working on cars and trucks more so I can turn wrench’s… I luv you all & God Bless you. Sincerely,”.  Doesn’t that just make a tear come to your eye?  Well you  probably had a part in this changed life, whether you have prayed, donated an item or donated money to this ranch, that is what made it possible for Jim & I to take this boy in about 12 years ago to plant the seed for this trial he is going through right now.  Please pray for this young man as he is in jail, that he would use this time as a stepping stone in the right direction in his life.  Thank you for helping in this ministry.























Needs:


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�PRAYER


Finances to continue to operate


Laundry Detergent


Dryer Sheets


Toilet Paper


Kleenex


Envelopes


Garbage Bags 


Shampoo 


Conditioner


Shaving Cream


Freezer Bags


Cleaning Supplies


Kitchen Towels


Wash Cloths


PRAYER
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� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�      Exodus 23:27-30 “I will send my terror ahead of you and throw into confusion every nation you encounter.  I will make all your enemies turn their backs and run.  I will send the hornet ahead would become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for you.  Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession of the land.”





God Is Awesome!  We have hired the first paid staff at Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch, besides Jim and I.  Ken and Barb Doty, and their 4 children will partner up with us in this ministry starting January 2005.  Jim and I will move out into the bachelor pad until we are able to build an administrative house, hopefully next spring.  We are excited about this new stage in the ministry.  However, the boys are a little anxious about the transition of someone else moving into this house and taking over our role.  We feel it is time to start focusing on expanding the ministry so this will free us up to work on the administrative position.  Jim and I are getting to the place where we aren’t going to be having children of our own to be living with us so we will no longer be able to show the boys how a family should operate.  That’s another reason why we feel it is time to expand the ministry.  Please pray for Ken, Barb and their 4 children as they take on a new stage in their life.  Also pray for the boys and Jim and me, as it will be different for all of us.  Please every time you think of the boys ranch in December and January pray for this transition.








